King James II

James II, also known as Duke of York, was son of Charles I and Henrietta Maria.  James was born October 14, 1633 in London, England.  He ruled as the King of Great Britain over England, Scotland, and Ireland and was also the last Stuart monarch in direct male line.  James married twice in his life and had a total of six sons and nine daughters (James II n.pag.).  While James was in rule, he began to try and return England back to the Catholic faith and in turn this lead him to a downfall.   It was a different standard under James’s reign it was the first time after the Test Act was put into affect, that Catholic’s commanded parts of the army.  During his reign, was the first time in many years that Catholics held the highest office in the Kingdoms.  At a time, it was apparent that Mary would be heir to the throne after her father’s death.  However, when Mary of Modena had a son, James’ daughter was afraid that she would not be able to rule.  Upon hearing this, Parliament offered for Mary and her husband to take over the rule of England.  Afraid that he would be captured, James fled England although it was unlucky to him that he was captured.  After being captured William of Orange assured James a safe haven in France.  France is where he then lived out the rest of his years (James II n.pag.).  During his rule, because he tried to change the way things were ruled, James II was over thrown and had to flee the country he had come to rule in.  After the rule of James II, Parliament now had a new task.  The task of Parliament became that when choosing a monarch, not only did they have to look into royal lineage but also into Protestantism which was now a large part of the reign (James II n.pag.).  
