William of Orange


Prince William of Orange’s life was full of military expertise and arduous political struggles as he grew into the King of England.  “William was born November 1650, 2 weeks after his father; King William II of the Netherlands had died” (Mark n. pag.).  His mother exploited many Christian values throughout his childhood.  “He was raised a protestant in the Calvinist tradition and was well educated” (Mark n. pag.).     He quickly matured into a solid general.  The Netherlands was a country at the time which was known as a premiere trading with other nations.  “England's interests in the long run seemed better served by a strategy that would enable her to move with force against Dutch trade. Nevertheless, the Dutch and William, a solid if not a great general, held off both England and France, in part by opening the dikes against the French army, as his ancestor had opened the dikes against the Spanish” (Ross n. pag.).  This established William as a person who the country could trust in defending their nation from outside invaders.    William is most known his peaceful invasion of England, later named “The Glorious Revolution”.  There were revolts against the newly crowned King of England, James II. Thus William seized his opportunity to take England as his own.  “William landed with a Dutch army in England in 1688 and easily drove James out of the country” (Ross n. pag.).  In the process of taking the country he married James II’s daughter, Mary.  “William was also a grandson of King Charles I (1625-1649) through his mother (also named Mary), so he and his wife Mary were considered to have equal claim to the throne, resulting in the only dual monarchy in English history: the Mint resorted to the style of the Ptolemaic brother-sister rulers of Egypt to represent both William and Mary on the coins” (Ross n. pag.).  This system of ruling was a precedent in English history and established William as one of the most influential kings of England      
