Queen Mary II
Queen of England, Scotland, and Ireland, and the wife of William of Orange; Mary II made it possible for her Dutch husband to become co-ruler of England, and overthrow her father as well as his government. Born in 1662 and the daughter of King James II and Anne Hyde, Queen Mary II was the next suitable heir to the thrown of her father. Being a female, Mary was required to have a male at her side to make it possible for her to become a main ruler of the country. “She was married to William of Orange (her first cousin) as a matter of Charles II's foreign policy; she and William had no children. William and Mary began their marriage under duress. She was twelve years younger than he and found him repulsive. Although terribly homesick while living in Holland, she eventually came to love both the man and his country. William maintained a long-lasting affair with Elizabeth Villiers, one of Mary's ladies-in-waiting, which prompted Mary to be completely devoted and subservient to her husband. William's demeanor towards Mary seemed cold and indifferent on the surface, but his deep grief over her death indicated just how much he relied upon and respected her” (William III and Mary II n.pag.). With their marriage soon taking its course and James II still as king, Parliament certainly did not agree as to how King James was ruling. Instead, Parliament advised William to save England and redeem Protestant rule rather than have Catholic religion take over. “While this was taking place, James was captured fleeing to London, due to his fear of William’s army. But William urged James to flee to a safe passage to France, but in doing this, James II realized he was alone and lacked a popular support, and therefore renounced his position as king and accepted his exile in France” (William III and Mary II n.pag.). Happy as to fact the throne was not in the hands of James II, Parliament wanted the throne to be in single-handed control of Mary, but their dilemma was William of Orange. Mary refused to not rein without her husband by her side, and reign as co-rulers. By surrendering to their wishes, Parliament allowed them to rule if they agreed to sign the English Constitution which required strict rules for both of them to rule; and they agreed to sign it.  The reign of William and Mary was a time of influence and turmoil, due to King James II, but also the birth of the Glorious Revolution which marked the shift of monarchy in Parliament.   
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